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Cruise to Hemi Hideout a Great Success  

Our trip  on July 7th to the one of the largest and 
magnificent  "Man Caves"  in the country began 
with a cruise through Texas back roads on  our 
way to Orsak's Cafe in Fayetteville.  Our 22 cars, 
(and one house) took over the Fayetteville town 
center , and lunch at the Cafe was outstanding. 
Thanks to some early planning and 
communication we were in and out of the cafe in 
about 40 minutes with several people carrying 

"to go" boxes full of roast beef or country fried 
chicken. They were definitely not stingy on 
portions and their service was outstanding. 
From Fayetteville we continued our back roads 
tour to Bellville and then south to Sealy.  Extra 
care was taken to make sure our entire group 

By Bill Whittaker 



 stayed together 

because we knew the 
journey from Sealy to 
the Hemi Hideout 
would have several 
people asking 
themselves, "where in 
the heck are we 
going"?   After exiting   
I-10 and maneuvering 
over and under and 

Cont. – Hemi Hideout 

around construction we finally arrived at a desolate railroad crossing in the middle of nowhere. 
Although the crossing felt as if it had been built in the middle of the 1800s, once everyone made it 
over the tracks and around the bend we turned off the narrow road and entered a huge landscaped 
oasis.  Although some I'm sure thought we were on a golf course we followed the paved driveway a 
quarter mile or so to the largest timber framed building in Texas.  
 
The Hemi Hideout is one man's collection of transportation memorabilia including hundreds of neon 
signs, including some that are extremely rare and very old. The owner matches dollar for dollar the 
$10 entrance fee and donates every penny to charity.  He was a very gracious host and even 
included free ice cream to help everyone stay cool.  The building itself is unique to say the least.  It 
was designed not only to be beautiful, but also to be heated and cooled by a geothermal unit that 
cycles water in the landscaped lakes underground to keep everything comfortable.  Inside the 
building among his many collections are some rare and valuable Mopar muscle cars including a 
selection of Chargers, Cudas, Challengers and an original Plymouth Superbird. Perhaps the star of 
the collection, at least for Mopar guys, is an original unrestored 10K mile 1966  426 Hemi Plymouth 
Belvedere that looks brand new. 
 



Cont. – Hemi Hideout 

I would like to thank the 
Hemi Hideout for their 
gracious invitation to visit 
their facility. It was an 
enjoyable trip and you 
didn't need to be into 
Mopars to thoroughly 
enjoy yourself.   If you 
didn't make the trip, you 
missed a great time but 
not to worry, I'm sure 
another visit will be 
planned sometime in the 
future.     
 



inform others about our great 
downtown area and local businesses. 

Although it was very hot as you all 
know the car show and vendor 
displays at the COTA track was a very 
enjoyable experience. BAC members 
who made the trek on Saturday 
where James York, Bo Godfrey, Bill 
Szelag, and Mustang and now also 
Corvette enthusiast Chad Arnold. 
Many vintage, modified and late 
model Corvettes where at the 
Saturday event which also included a 

very good band, the Clutch Kings, in the very cool air conditioning of the Velocity Lounge where we spent a 
good amount of time as well.  
 
There was a meeting  for all people who were going to take to parade laps on the track and right afterwards 
we got on the track pretty quickly. The plan was to run in groups of about 10 Corvettes each with a pace car 
keeping in the neighborhood of 55 miles an hour or so. Even at that speed it was quite fun and there were 
times that we were able to get to at least 65 to 70 miles an hour although Bo as usual got up to a hundred 
miles an hour or so. It was a special treat for Bo as his grandson also attended and rode with him on the track. 
His grandson is currently serving in the military at Fort Polk Louisiana. 
 
If you missed it this year,  look forward to next year and it sounds like Bastrop will even be more prominent in 
the event. 

Well over 600 Corvettes converged on Bastrop 
and the Austin area for the annual Corvette 
invasion. This event is organized by Shawn 
Jones, local Corvette enthusiast and a group of 
people he works with each year. Bastrop has 
become a key location for this event as the 
Hampton Inn in Bastrop was the host Hotel this 
year for the first time. 
 
Several Bastrop Area Cruiser Corvette owners 
attended the 3 Day event including a meet and 
greet at the Hampton Inn on Friday evening 
and a car show and laps at the COTA track on 
Saturday. Members Pat Riordan, Jeff Hughes, 
Frank Wilson, Jon Huish, James York, and Bill 
Szelag all participated in the meet and greet at 
the Hampton. Of course we passed out some 
car show flyers and also had our BAC display 
board there to inform the visiting Corvette 
enthusiasts about our car show and Club. We 
were able to assist them with local information 
and connect them to visitbastrop.com to help 
 

 

Corvette Invasion 2018 
  by Bill Szelag 



Pittsburgh – Deutschland in July 

Kathy and I made our usual July pilgrimage back to Pittsburgh this past July to see family and friends as we both 
grew up there and still have siblings and cousins and friends  that we try to keep in touch with at least once a year.  
It’s a great city to visit these days with fanatic sports fans, an exploding food and beverage scene, and interesting 
historical sites to visit. 

Occasionally we have included in our visits some activities that are part of the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix , which 
is about a week-long series of events held at various venues around the city such as car shows and vintage car track 
events, and ending with a weekend of vintage club-type races in a throwback track that winds through one of 
Pittsburgh’s city parks , Schenley Park. 

 

Schenley Park is a large green-space park with rolling hills  just 2 
or 3 miles from the downtown area.  It is in the cultural district 
of Pittsburgh, bordering on the University of Pittsburgh and 
Carnegie Mellon University.  It also famously bordered back-in-
the-day with Forbes Field, the longtime dismantled ballpark of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates.  Homeruns that cleared the left and 
center field ivy-covered walls would disappear into the darkness 
that was Schenley Park.  The ballpark closed sometime in the 
60’s, but I still remember games there as a kid. 
The feature race day was Sunday at Schenley Park.  The hills 
surrounding the track were thick with tents and booths 
displaying various old and new cars from various clubs and car 
companies.  We sprung for tickets to participate at the BMW car 
corral, which included a great German style lunch and all the 

Vintage picture of Forbes Field circa 1960’s.  Note the smog 
in Monongahela River valley in background, the hub of the 
steel industry 

German beer we needed for the hot afternoon.  The corral tent was situated overlooking an interesting S-turn on the 
race course, so keeping out of the sun and trying to stay hydrated with free-flowing Warsteiner was not too bad.   
 
In addition to the Oktoberfest and Vintage car activities around the city, another German activity took place through 
the racing weekend, Deutschland Music Festival.  Just a little local history:  The city of Pittsburgh is made up of a few 
dozen ethnic neighborhoods where immigrants settled a hundred years ago or so during the heyday of European 
immigration.  Just like in other northern cities, immigrants flocked to Pittsburgh for the jobs and for the familiarity 
with their old country roots.  My Grandfather Kirk and his soon to be wife emigrated on a ship as teenagers and 
maybe chose Pennsylvania  because it sounded similar to their native country of Sylvania, a word meaning “woods.”  
 
But I better get back to the Deutschland festival story.  On this trip we were staying with a cousin who has a loft 
apartment in the former Heinz food factory that borders the German neighbor hood of Germantown, or sometimes 
called Deutschland, on the larger area just called the Northside of Pittsburgh that borders the Allegheny River and 
includes the two sports stadiums and overlooks the city downtown. (see the sidebar on a brush with fame story for 
Kathy’s family as related to a local German immigrant).  This festival had music and beverage venues all across  this 

- Cars in the Steel City 

This year’s vintage car week had an interesting wrinkle. The BMW Club of 
America decided to hold their annual meeting, called Oktoberfest, in Pittsburgh 
during the same time as the Pittsburgh Vintage week.  So that brought a lot of the 
traveling BMW club members into town along with the usual vintage car 
enthusiasts.  The Vintage Grand Prix typically highlights one particular car marque 
each year, and so with the combined events this year, the Vintage organization 
named BMW as the feature marque, with the vintage BMW model, the 2002, as 
the signature car for the vintage races. 
The combined events made it a bit of a challenge to decide which activities to try 
to get to throughout the week, along with trying to organize family meet-ups and 
fit in lots of car opportunities.  Oh, the challenges of being on vacation and 
retired.  But we managed to get to enough activities through the week.   

By Jeff Kirk 



Cont. – Pittsburgh  
Germantown area, with about 30 music  
venues.  Now for the car related item:  
We were wandering the streets on an 
evening just before the festival started 
and stopped at a small brew pub which 
had an open front wall, and old 
brownstones facing us across  the street.  
As we settled at a table nearly at the front 
entrance, I noticed an unusual car parked 
in front of the pub.  As I looked through a 
few people and tables to see it, I see that 
it is a maroon, well restored, BMW M1.  I 
know enough about this car to know that 
it is a special model that you don’t see 
very often, but I didn’t know much detail.  
I made a comment to my cousin, who is 
not a car person, that the car outside is 
kind of a rare BMW, and she remarked 
politely as if she was impressed, maybe 
she was.  So we scoped out the car, and 
scan the bar to try to guess who drove up 

Racing action in 
Schenley Park 

Bobby Rahal’s M1 

Almost Cut the Mustard 
 
Kathy’s ancestry in North 
America dates back  to the 
1700’s. In the mid-1800’s one 
of her ancestors named Noble 
was a partner in a vegetable 
business that marketed 
horseradish in Pittsburgh.  The 
business reportedly went 
bankrupt.  Later ,Noble’s 
partner started another 
business that did reasonably 
well.  The former partnership 
was Heinz Noble & Company.  
Henry Heinz went on to build 
a massive factory on the 
Northside of Pittsburgh, next 
to the Germantown district, as 
well as other plants around 
the world. Heinz has merged 
with Kraft and is now owned 
by Berkshire Hathaway 

in this rare M1.  With the German activities 
across the city, we concluded that it must be 
a visitor bringing his collector car to town. 
We guessed wrong about who is owner was 
as he left the pub and drove off.  But I got 
curious about the history on the M1, so I 
googled it while still at the pub and was 
amazed to read the details:  Only 453 cars 
were built, around 1980, by hand, with help 
from Lamborghini who designed the body, 
and checking Hemmings for M1s for sale I 
saw 2 listed for over $700,000 each.  I was 
stunned that this guy would be stopping at 
the Allegheny City Pub in this gem of a car. 
 At the Sunday race event, I found the local 
chapter president of the Allegheny chapter 
of the BMW club to see if  this car owner 

was in the local club.  He thought at first  that it was the 
M1 that belongs to Bobby Rahal, the Indy driver,  who 
owns some dealerships in the area.  But Bobby’s is a white 
M1 which we did see at the Sunday event on display.  The 
maroon M1 he believed is owned by another 
Pittsburgher who was not a 
member, but another 
collector who enjoys cruising 
the city is one of his 
treasures. 
 



HEB Car Display 
July 3rd 
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Monthly 
Social 
6pm 

Board Mtg 
 at Comfort 
6:30 

Raffle Ticket 
sales at FNB 
10-3:00 

Mary and Bill Szelag and Tony Sloterdijk were there at 
the Bastrop Volunteer Event held on July 17th. It was a 
very successful effort with about 10 volunteers 
recruited and at least 2-3 people interested in joining 
the club. Bill and Mary did a great job putting together 
a Cruisers’ poster display for the event. 

Cruisers Involved at Bastrop Volunteer Day 

They were also recognized in a nice article and 
picture in the Bastrop Advertiser for their efforts at 
the event.   

Dinner Mtg 
 at Hampton 
6:00 

Cars&Coffee 
 at COTA        
8-12noon 

CarshowMtg 
 at Comfort 
6:30 

Georgetown 
Car show 
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"https://player.vimeo.com/video/2426
33867" width="640" height="360" 
frameborder="0" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> 

McDade Watermelon Festival Car Show 

Several club members attended, judged, ate watermelon, won awards, and had a great time at the 
McDade Watermelon Festival Car Show on July 14th. 


